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Professional Status

Since Jan 2001
Visiting Professor for Theology and Computer Science, Director of NEXUS: The Religion & Science Dialogue Project, 


St. Bonaventure University, 

Since 1999

Contributing Editor, Quarterly Magazine Spirituality & Health, New 


York

Research Interests

To develop a new epistemology based on stories we tell within our community and culture, their influence on how we perceive the world and thus their impact on scientific theories. To base interactions between scientific and engineering disciplines and theology on existential questions which opens up new dimensions for the dialogue between religion and science and particularly among Computer Scientists and Jews and Christians and their respective anthropologies. To demonstrate the relevance of interdisciplinary cultures in academia. 

To analyze religious elements within computer cultures and compare them with traditional religions, especially Judaism and Christianity. To show the importance of embodiment and social interaction for human personhood, and apply it to topics such as human-computer-interactions, web-communities and human sexuality. To analyze the implications of a new understanding of embodiment for Christianity, especially for Christology (vere homo) and our understanding of the sacraments and rituals. To use emotional and social robots such as Cog and Kismet at MIT, to explore boundaries of and conditions for personhood and the age-old question What does it mean to be human? 

Education

1996 
University of Bochum



Doctorate in Theology (Dr. theol.)








(advisor: Professor Dr. Christofer Frey)

1992
Evangelische Kirche im Rheinland

Erstes Kirchliches Examen

[Protestant Church in Rhineland]

[First Church Exam ( ≈ M.Div.)]

1990
University Bonn



Intermediate Exam in Philosophy

1989  
University of Bonn



Vordiplom  in Computer Science

1987  
Church University Wuppertal

Colloquium  in Theology

Dissertation

Künstliche Intelligenz und Theologie: Ein Diskurs und seine Perspektiven auf der Grundlage der Theologie Paul Tillichs 

[Artificial Intelligence and Theology:  A Discourse and Its Perspectives Based on the Theology of Paul Tillich]

Here, I developed a framework for non-judgemental dialogues that are aimed toward mutual en​rich​ment and creativity between AI and theology. It allows theologians to integrate mechanistic theories into their under​standing of humankind and then helps researchers in AI to include concepts like dignity and existential questions into their functionalistic and mechanistic anthropologies.  

Fellowships and Awards

Jan 2001
ALA-Achievement Award, Association for Lab-Automation

Fall 1997
Templeton Religion & Science Course Award for course proposal “God and Computers”

1996-1998  
German Research Society (DFG) Postdoctoral Research Fellowship

1994-1995  
Friends of the University of Bochum Dissertation Fellowship

Teaching

Spring 2001
“The Intellectual Journey”, 1 section of Core Class for freshmen, “Understandings of Personhood in AI and Theology” Advanced interdisciplinay class

                                                                                                                          St. Bonaventure University, New York
Fall 2001
“The Intellectual Journey”, 2 sections of Core Class for freshmen, “Introduction into Artificial Intelligence” advanced Comp.Sci. class                 St. Bonaventure University

Oct 1999
Session-Teacher for “The Brain, the Mind and Human Meaning”, The Aloa Foundation, Elderhostel Program                                                                 Fairlee, Vermont

May 1999
Teaching in the MIT Odyssee-project, co-sponsered by the John Hopkins Uni​versity Program for the Academic Advancement of Youth.          Cambridge, Massachusetts
Spring 1999
Session-Teacher and Group-Leader for “Liberation Theology” class. Taught by Professor Harvey Cox, Harvard Divinity School.
                   Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dec 1998
Guest lecturerer at Boston University Core Class, College of Arts and Sciences, Hosts: Prof. Mark Crovella, Prof. Scott Mohr                                      Boston, Massachusetts
Nov 1998
Guest lecturerer in MIT class 21A.334: “Modern Times”. Host: Dr. Manjari Mehta.                                 

     Cambridge, Massachusetts
Summer 1998
Supervisor of MIT M.Eng. Thesis, “Women in Computer Science: Problems and Solutions through Technology”, by Abby Knickerbocker.          Cambridge, Massachusetts

Spring 1998 
Leader of “Religion and Technology”, a student discussion group at the Center for the Study of Values in Public Life, Harvard Divinity School, for BTI-students.  Led discussion with Professor Harvey Cox.                                          Cambridge, Massachusetts 

March 1998
Guest lecturerer in MIT class 21A.213: “Religion and Science”. Host: Dr. Grete Hovelsrud-Broda                                                                                Cambridge, Massachusetts
1998-1999
Instructor for the Episcopalian Leadership Project. Wall Street Trinity Con​ference Center                                                                                                 West Cornwall, Connecticut
Fall 1997
Instructor of class 6.915:  “God and Computers”, Graduate and Advanced Under​graduate Special Subject. Department for Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, MIT.                                                                                                                        Cambridge, Massachusetts
Fall 1997 
Co-leader of “God and Computers” discussion group for students at the Center for the Study of Values in Public Life, Harvard Divinity School. Led discussion group with Professor Harvey Cox of Harvard Divinity School. Cambridge, Massachusetts 

August 1996
Leader and designer of a five day seminar, “Theology and Artificial Intelligence”. Protestant Advanced Summer School Villigst.                                       Schwerte, Germany     

July 1996
Leader and designer of a two day seminar, “The Anthropology of Artificial Intelligence”, organized by the Protestant Student Organization (ESG) and the German Research Institute of Artificial Intelligence (DFKI).         Kaiserslautern, Germany
June 1994 
Introductory lecturer and discussion leader of a two day conference on infor​mation theory. German Protestant Adult Education Program. Mühlheim/Ruhr, Germany 

October 1993
Guest Lecturerer on Computer Cultures in seminar “Religion and Culture”.  Harvard Divinity School.  Host: Professor Harvey Cox.              Cambridge, Massachusetts

March 1993
Designer and instructor of a one week conference, “Religion and Sexuality” for the Protestant Church in Rhineland and the German Government Department Group for Conscientious Objectors.      
     


         Tuscany, Italy

Sept 1992
Designer and instructor of a one week conference for kindergarten teachers, “The Book of Job and Meaningless Suffering”, for the Protestant Church in Rhineland. 












         Tuscany, Italy

Spring 1986
Organizer of student discussion group “Religion and Politics”. Kirchliche Hoch​schule [Church University].                                                                     Wuppertal, Germany

Previous Positions

1999-2001 Research Scientist, Artificial Intelligence Laboratory, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

1997-2001
Director, God and Computers Project.  Massachusetts Institute of Technology

1999-2001   
Director, CTNS Religion & Science Course Program, Northeast Region, USA

1997-2001
Research Associate, Center for the Study of Values in Public Life, Harvard Divinity School

1995-1999
Postdoctoral Fellow, Artificial Intelligence Laboratory, Massachusetts Institute of


Technology

Professional Activities


2002

Participation in Steering Committee for National Academy fof Engineering (NAE) 

for development of a permanent organizational entity to examine potential 


ethical, legal and social implications of technological development.      Washington, DC

since 2001
Participation in American Academy for the advancement of Science (AAAS) 


project “What Is Life?”                                                                                     Washington, DC

since 2001
Consultation on “Human Creativity”, Lincoln Center Institute.       New York, New York
2000-2002 Consultation in ”Visiting Religious and Scientific Imaginations Afresh”.  Ecumenical Institute at St. Paul University, Collegeville, Minnesota and St. Petersburg School of Theology and Philosophy, St. Petersburg, Russia

June 2000
Participation in 2-day consulting “The Virtual, the Real and the Not-Yet-Imagined: Meaning, Identity and Community in a Networked World”, Jewish Public Forum                                                                                             New York, New York
March 2000
Organizer of a public conference., “Spirituality & Health”. Co-sponsors: Religion & Science Course Program North-East, Episcopalian Leadership Project, and the magazine “Spirituality and Health”.                                             West Cornwall, Connecticut

Jan  2000
Consultant in Center for Theological Inquiry (CTI) consultation on “Christian Anthropology”                                                                                          Princeton, New Jersey
Dec 1999
Consultant for Centra Technology  “Assessing Social Innovation” Consultation.

                                                                                                                                                     Washington, D.C.

October 1999 
Consultant in the Louisville Institute “Religion and Electronic Media” Consultation.                                                                                               Louisville, Kentucky
Fall 1999
Organizer of a public lecture series, “God and Computers: Things a Computer Scientist Rarely Talks about”, with Donald E. Knuth, Professor Emeritus of the Art of Computer Programming, Stanford University (six lectures with Professor Knuth plus one panel discussion). MIT.

                   Cambridge, Massachusetts
May 1999
Organizer of Templeton Mini-Workshop, “Stories We Tell: Science and Religion in Dialogue”. Held at MIT. 
             

                                Cambridge, Massachusetts
Fall 1998
Organizer of a public lecture series, “God and Computers: Minds, Machines and Metaphysics”. Accomplished scientists Robert Randolph, Steven Pinker, Alexander Pentland, Brian Cantwell-Smith, and Joel Moses addressed existential questions within their research and their personal lives. MIT.   Cambridge, Massachusetts

Spring 1998
Organizer of a public conference, “Identity, Formation and Dignity: Implications of Artificial Intelligence and Cognitive Science for Jewish and Christian Under​standings of Personhood”.  Organized in collaboration with the MIT AI Lab, the Boston Theological Institute (BTI) and the Faith and Science Exchange (F&SE).  Funded by the John Templeton Foundation.  Held at MIT.        Cambridge, Massachusetts

Spring 1998
Pre-judge for the F&SE (Center for Faith and Science Exchange) essay contest, “Learning More about God:  Sources of Information beyond the Scriptures”.  






                          
            Boston, Massachusetts
Fall 1997
Organizer of a public lecture series, “God and Computers: Minds, Machines and Metaphysics”.
 Accomplished scientists Paul Penfield, Mark Hauser, Ming Tsuang, Rodney Brooks, Federico Girosi, Francisco Varela, Lynn Stein, Bijoy Misra, Ray Kurzweil, and Rosalind Picard addressed existential questions within their research and their personal lives. MIT.   
                   Cambridge, Massachusetts

1997-1999
Elected member of the “Computer and Information Technologies” Group, a division of the project, “Science and the Spiritual Quest”. Participants in this project were divided into four different groups (physics, cosmology, biology, information technologies), whose members reflected on possibilities for a dia​logue between monotheistic traditions and their scientific disciplines. Center for Theology and the Natural Sciences (CTNS).  

               Berkeley, California
Spring 1997
Judge for the F&SE (Center for Faith and Science Exchange) essay contest, “Learning more about God:  Sources of Information beyond the Scriptures”.  










                                  Boston, Massachusetts

Summer 1996
Researcher under a two month contract with the AI/CS faculty of the University  of Erlangen to analyze Cog and Embodied AI.  
               
  Erlangen, Germany

Spring 1996
Developer of a brochure for the Cog project.  Collaborator with an advertising        agency in analysis and assessment of the research group’s self understanding.   

   








                   Cambridge, Massachusetts
1995-1999
Postdoctoral Fellow, Artificial Intelligence Laboratory, MIT      Cambridge, Massachusetts
1995-1997
Research Fellow, Center for the Study of Values in Public Life, Harvard Divinitity                  School                                          


                   Cambridge, Massachusetts
1995-1997
Web administration for the “Zoo”, my interdisciplinary research community at the MIT AI Lab.    
                                                                        Cambridge, Massachusetts
1994-1997
Member of the “Keppler-Kreis”, an interdisciplinary discussion group organized by the Protestant Academy for Adult Education, Mühlheim. Discussion topics were, “What is life?” and “Is there a possibility to understand life scientifically and to build living creatures?”


                  Mühlheim/Ruhr, Germany

1993

Church administrator, Human Resources Specialist.                  County Oberberg, Germany

1992-1993
Theological Consultant for Media Campaign, “Misch Dich Ein?” [“Interfere!”] for the Protestant Parish Consortium (90 parishes).
                             Cologne, Germany

1992

Church administrator.                                                                      County Oberberg, Germany

Summer 1990
Chaplain and Counselor.  St. Marien Hospital.                                           Bonn, Germany

1989

Repair Technician for Computers. 


                        Meckenheim, Germany

Professional Memberships

since 1999
Member, Science and Religion Advisory Committee, Boston Theological Institute

since 1999
Consultant, “Visiting Religious and Scientific Imaginations Anew”, Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research                                                      Collegeville, Minnesota

since 1999
Board Member, Center for the Study of Science and Religion (CSCR). Columbia University                                                                                                   New York, New York

since 1999
Board member, Society for Cognitive Technology

since 1998
Member, AAR

since 1998
Member, IRAS

Additional Education

Sept 1998
“Religious Education and the Challenge of Media Culture”, invitational workshop at Boston College.  Organized by Dr. Mary Hess, Director of the “Religious Edu​cation  and the Challenge of Media Culture” Project.                      Newton, Massachusetts

June 1997
Templeton Workshop on teaching Religion & Science in the classroom. 













                    Chicago, Illinois

January 1997
Templeton Workshop.





  Tallahassee, Florida
Spring 1995
Research visitation at the MIT AI Lab and Harvard Divinity School; 
preparation of postdoctoral research proposal in co-operation with Professor Rodney Brooks (MIT AI Lab), Professor Harvey Cox (Harvard Divinity School), Professor Lynn Stein (MIT AI Lab).  

                                Cambridge, Massachusetts
Fall 1994
Research visitation at the MIT AI Lab, Harvard Divinity School and the Tillich Archives at Harvard Divinity School; invited by Professor Rodney Brooks (MIT AI Lab).





                                Cambridge, Massachusetts

Fall 1993
Research visitation at the MIT AI Lab, Harvard Divinity School and the Tillich Archives at Harvard Divinity School.  Invited by Professor Harvey Cox (Harvard Divinity School).  



                                Cambridge, Massachusetts
Spring 1993
Research visitation at the MIT AI Lab, Harvard Divinity School and the Tillich Archives at Harvard Divinity School.  Invited by Professor Joseph Weizenbaum (Professor Emeritus, MIT AI Lab).  

                                Cambridge, Massachusetts
Publications

Books and Book Chapters

2002
On Robots and Humans … and God. (in preparation)

2002
​Preverbal Intelligence and the Turinmg Test. The Turing Test Sourcebook: Philosophical and Methodological Issues in the Quest for the Thinking Computer. Kluwer Academic Publishers, Netherland (in preparation).

2001
Finding God at MIT, Foreword to God and Computers: What a Computer Scientist rarely talks about. Lectures by Don Knuth . Addison-Wellesley, 2001: pp. I-VIII. 

2001
Anne Foerst, Rodney Petersen, Identity, Formation, Dignity. The Impacts of Artificial Intelligence upon Jewish and Christian Understandings of Personhood, Theology for the 21st Century, Rodney Petersen (Ed.). (Trinity Press, in print).

2001
Stories We Tell: the Mythos-Logos Dialectic as New Methodology for the Dialogue between Religion and Science, and The Body of Christ: Embodied Robots and Theology, Hilary Regan (Ed.), Life, Intelligence and the Universe: Science and Theology in Dialogue. (in print)

2001
Commander Data: A Candidate for Harvard Divinity School? Arvind Sharma (Ed.), Religion in the Secular City.  (Trinity-Press, in press).

2000
Artificial Intelligence and Theology: From Mythos to Logos  and Back.  S. Franchi, G. Goezeldere (Eds.). Constructions of the Mind. Indiana University Press.  (in press)  

Spring 1999
Maschine Mensch und Gottes Ebenbild [Human Machine and Image of God].  Jürgen Fischbeck (Ed.).  Leben in Gefahr?  Von der Erkenntnis des Lebens zu einer neuen Ethik des Lebendigen [Life in Danger?  From the Recognition of Life toward a New Ethic of the Living].  Neukirchener Verlag: pp.  83-109.  

Encyclopedia Entries

2002
“Artificial Intelligence, I. Scientific”, “Artificial Intelligence: III. Theological”, “Artificial Life”, Religion für Geschichte und Gegenwart (RGG), Neukirchen-Vluyn, Germany.

2002
“Robotics”, “Cybernetics”, “Cyborg”, “Virtual Reality”, Encyclopedia for Religion & Science, 

Refereed Papers

Fall 2001
Anne Foerst, K Helmut Reich, Welches Symbol für den Menschen: Roboter oder Abbild 
Gottes [What Symbol for Humankind: Robot or Image of God], Neue Sammlung. (accepted).

Winter 1999
Artificial Sociability: From Embodied AI toward New Understandings of Personhood.  Technology in Society. 21: pp. 373-386.

Sept 1998
Embodied AI, Creation and Cog: Reply to Comments on My Paper.  Zygon:  Journal of Religion & Science. 33 (3): pp. 455-461.  

March 1998
Cog, A Humanoid Robot, and the Question of the Image of God.  Zygon: Journal of Religion & Science.  33 (1): pp.  91-111.

Nov 1997 
Christian Theology in an Age of Computers.  Science and Spirit.  8 (4): pp. 6-8, 15.    

October 1998
Cox, Harvey G. and Anne Foerst. Religion and Technology:  A New Phase. Bulletin of Science, Technology and Society.  17 (2-3): pp.  53-60.  

October 1997
Die Dialektik der Aufklärung und Künstliche Intelligenz [The “Dialectic of Enlighten​ment: and Artificial Intelligence]. Evangelische Aspekte. 7 (3): pp. 30-33.  

August 1997
Why Theologians Build Androids.  Insights:  The Magazine of the Chicago Center for Religion and Science.  pp. 1-7. 

Winter

Humanoide Roboter: Alptraum oder Utopie?  [Humanoid Robots: Nightmare or

1996-97
Utopia?].  Zukünfte: Schlüssel zum ewigen Leben?  [Key for Eternal Life?].  18: pp. 20-22.  

Dec 1996
Artificial Intelligence: Walking the Boundary.  Zygon: Journal of Religion & Science. 31 (4):  pp. 681-693. 

August 1996
Cog – das Roboterbaby, Wechselwirkungen.  18 (80): pp. 22-27.  

Conference Proceedings

Spring 2000
Paul Tillich, Cybernetics and Theology: An Unexplored Connection.  Zygon: Journal for Religion & Science.  (in preparation)

Fall 1999
Breazeal, Cynthia and Anne Foerst, Schmoozing with Robots: Exploring the Boun​daries of the Original Wireless Network.  Kevin Cox, Barbara Gorayska, Johnathon Marsh (Eds.). Proceedings of the Third International Conference on Cognitive Technology (CT ’99), M.I.N.D. Laboratory. Michigan State University, pp. 375-390.  

Fall 1997
Ethical Questions Regarding Humanoid Robots. Jeroen van den Hoven (Ed.).  Proceedings of the Conference on Computer Ethics:  Philosophical Inquiry.  Rot​ter​dam, Netherlands: Erasmus University Press, pp. 94-102.

Popular Papers

Spring 2000
In the Beginning is the Brain and then come the Questions. Spirituality and Health. Trinity Wall Street Church.  New York. 

Winter 99/00
Part of “Eight Future Thinkers”, George, December 1999/January 2000.

Winter 1999
The Body of Christ: 2000 Years of Jesus in the Making.  Spirituality and Health. Trinity Wall Street Church.  New York. 

October 1999
Birthing the Bot.  Forbes ASAP  “Convergence”  (Big Issue IV, 1999).

October 1997
Theologians in an Age of Science Fiction Dreams.  BTI newsletter.  Vol. 27, no. 5.  

August 1997
Feel the Difference: Affective Computing. c’t Computer und Technik (German computer magazine), pp.  116 – 119. 

April 1997
Conference on Naturalism, Theism and the Scientific Enterprise: A Report & Commentary.  F&SE (Center for Faith and Science Exchange) Notices. 8 (8).  

June 1996
Zimmervermittlung [The Intelligent Room].  c’t Computer und Technik.  

May 1996
Interview with Ken Salisbury.  c’t Computer und Technik, pp. 140 – 142. 

June 1996
Maschine oder Geschöpf? Die Künstliche Intelligenz und ihr Bild vom Menschen [Machine or Creature?  AI and its Understanding of Humankind].  Evangelischer Kirchebote (Newspaper for the Protestant Church in Pfalz/ Germany). 25, 1996.  

March 1996
Krabbelchips: Das Verständis von Gemeinschaft in KI [Crawling Chips: The Under​standing of Community in AI].   c’t Computer und Technik, pp. 56 – 59.   

Dec 1995
Digitales Baby: Auf dem Wege zum künstlichen Menschen [Digital Baby: An  Approach towards an Artificial Human].  c’t Computer und Technik, pp.  70 – 73.  

January 1995
Maschine Mensch: das Menschenbild der Künstlichen Intelligenz  [Man Machine: The Anthropology of Artificial Intelligence].  c’t Computer und Technik, pp. 92 – 95.  

Conference Presentations

Invited Plenary Talks

Oct 2002
Eschatology and Utopia, Utopien der Neuzeit [Utopias of Modern Times], Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities, Scientific Center of Nordrhine-Westfalia, 


                                                                                                                           Hagen, Germany

January 2002
Possible Dangers of Technological Development, FUTURACT “Globalisation”, European Business Forum.                                                                                 Paris, France          

Sept 2001
From Homo Sapiens to Robot Sapiens: Current Technologies and From Homo Sapiens to Robot Sapiens: Future Perspectives, “Spirituality and Healing”, conference for Nurses, Doctors and Health practitioners                                       Sioux-Fall, North Carolina
July 2001
What Does It Mean To Be A Person? Insights from Robotics, “From Conflict to Conversation”, World Association of Christian Communiction (WACC)       

                                                                                                                                           Amsterdam, Netherlands                                                                                                                                               

May 2000
​Religion and Embodied Artificial Intelligence, Human Natures, A Symposium of Religion & Science, University of Oregon                                                    Eugene, Oregon
Spring 2000
God and Computers: Do Robots Have A Soul?, Faith Stories in a Changing World, Religious Communication Congress (RCC 2000)                                        Chicago, Illinois

January 2000
Stories We Tell: the Mythos-Logos Dialectic as New Methodology for the Dialogue between Religion and Science, and The Body of Christ: Embodied Robots and Theology, Conference on Life, Intelligence and the Universe: Science and Theology in Dialogue.                                                                                                       Adelaide, Australia
Oct 1999
Myths and Rituals of Violence of the World Wide Web, Myth, Ritual, and the Mediation of Violence, The Association for Religion and Intellectual Life and The Society for Art, Religion and Contemporary Culture                                             New York, New York

June 1999
Myths of the World Wide Web.   Third International Conference on Media, Religion and Culture.  





                                  Edinburgh, UK
June 1999
Religion & Science: From Mythos to Logos and Back and Embodiment and Social Interaction: The Core of Human Intelligence?   Templeton Summer Workshop. 











                          Oxford, UK

June 1999
Religion & Science: From Mythos to Logos and Back and Embodiment and Social Interaction: The Core of Human Intelligence?   Templeton Summer Workshop. MIT.











      Cambridge, Massachusetts

May 1999
Tillich, Cybernetics and Theology: An Unexplored Connection.  International Paul Tillich Society Conference, “The Religious Situation at the Dawn of the Third Millenium”.  





                       New Harmony, Indiana

January 1999
Religion and Science: From Mythos to Logos and Back and Embodiment: Artificial Intelligence, Cognitive Science and Our Understanding of the Soul.   Templeton Winter Workshop.  



                                                      Berkeley, California
Sept 1998
Theological Implications of Machine Intelligence. Templeton Mini-Workshop.  Carson-Newman College.



               
        Jefferson City, Tennessee

June 1998
Implications of Embodied AI for Theology.  Templeton Summer Workshop.






                                                           Chicago, Illinois

June 1998
Science and Theology: From Mythos to Logos and Back. Templeton Summer Workshop,  MIT.



                                Cambridge, Massachusetts

June 1998
Embodiment: How Artificial Intelligence Research Impinges on Our Understanding of Resurrection. Science and the Spiritual Quest. Center for Theo​logy and the Natural Sciences (CTNS). Held at the University of California.                         Berkeley, California

Feb 1998
Monism and Dualism: How Artificial Intelligence Research Impinges on Our Understanding of the Soul.   Templeton Mini-Workshop.                     New York, New York

Nov 1997
Humanoid Robots: A New Dimension for the Dialogue between Faith and Science. 4th Annual O. Norman Carlson Faith and Science Symposium.  Iowa State University. 


                                                                                   Ames, Iowa

July 1997
Technology and Myth.  Annual Conference of the Association for Religion and Intellectual Life (ARIL),  “From Printing Press to Computer: The Future of Faith Communities in the Information Age”. Held at MIT.
      Cambridge, Massachusetts

Conference Papers

August 1999
Schmoozing with Robots: Exploring the Boundaries of the Original Wireless Network.  Cynthia Breazeal and Anne Foerst.  Third International Conference on Cognitive Technology (CT ’99).                                                                             San Francisco, California 

Nov 1998
The Body: The Source for Reason and Interaction with God.   American Academy of Religion (AAR).  




                                Orlando, Florida 

Nov 1998 
Identity, Formation, Dignity: the Impacts of Artificial Intelligence upon Jewish and Christian Understandings of Personhood. Rodney Petersen and Anne Foerst. American Academy of Religion (AAR).  

                                Orlando, Florida 

March 1998
AI and Cognitive Science: The Contribution and Challenge to Contemporary Under​standings of Religion and Healing. Anne Foerst, Rodney Peterson. American Academy of Religion (AAR) Regional Meeting.                      Newton Centre, Massachusetts
July 1997
The Myths of Artificial Intelligence.   Conference on  “Reasons to Believe”.  








                                Elizabethtown College, Pennsylvania

June 1997
Ethical Problems Regarding Humanoid Robots.   First Conference on Computer Ethics.  Held at Erasmus University. 



         Rotterdam, Netherlands

March 1997
The Dialectic of Enlightenment and the World Wide Web.  19th American Culture Association Conference. 27th Popular Culture Association Conference (ACA/PCA 97).  





                                                          San Antonio, Texas

Feb 1997 
Cog, a Humanoid Robot, and the Question of Imago Dei.   Conference on Naturalism, Theism and the Scientific Enterprise (NTSE).  University of Texas.            Austin, Texas 

July 1996
Anthropological Concepts Within AI.  Conference on Computing and Philosophy (CAP 96).  Carnegie Mellon University.


        Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

May 1996
Walking the Boundary: Possibilities for a Dialogue Between Scientific Disciplines.  National Conference of Independent Scholars.                                   Princeton, New Jersey
Feb 1996
The Courage to Doubt: Possibilities for a Dialogue between Artificial Intelligence and Theology.  Mephistos Conference.


                                Toronto, Canada

Invited Lectures

2000

Apr – May 
God and Robots, A Public Lecture Series. Center for the Study of Science and Religion and Columbia University.                                                        New York, New York

April 
Recreating Ourselves: Creativity, Artificial Intelligence and the Human Soul, Templeton/ASA Lecture Series at John Carroll University.                     Cleveland, Ohio

March 
Are Humans Robots?, Templeton/ASA lecture series at Dominican College.                                          

                                                                                                                                                San Rafael, California
February 
On the Personhood of Humans and Robots: Where Theology and Engineering Meet, Templeton/ASA lecture series at Carson Newman College.        Jefferson City, Tennessee
January 
On the Personhood of Humans and Robots: Where Theology and Engineering Meet with an Introduction by Paul Davies.  Electrical Engineering and Computer Science Dept., University of Adelaide.                                                                   Adelaide, Australia
1999

April
Artificial Intelligence and the Human Being. Lecture and Panel Discussion with Janet Kolodner (Georgia Tech), and Richard Zaner (Vanderbilt Medical School) on “Artificial Intelligence and the Human Being”.  Templeton/ASA lecture series at Vanderbilt University.                                                                               Nashville, Tennessee
April 

Embodied Artificial Intelligence.   University of Mississippi.                   Oxford, Mississippi
March 
How Artificial Intelligence Research Impinges on Our Understanding of  Resurrection and the Soul.  Templeton/ASA lecture series at the University of Texas.    Dallas, Texas

February
What ever Happend to the Body? Embodiment in Artificial Intelligence and Christian Theology.   Goshen College.


                          
                   Goshen, Indiana
January
Embodied AI, Human-Machine Interaction and Social Interaction: Hat Commander Data Menschenwürde? [Does Commander Data have Dignity?], and Der Körper: Die Quelle für Vernunft, Spiritualitat und die Beziehung zu Gott  [The Body: Source for Reason, Spirituality and the Relationship with God]. Eidgenössiche Technische Hochschule (ETH).  

                                                                   Zürich, Switzerland
1998 

Invited Lectures

December
Embodiment and Christology.  Mennonite Congregation.
      Cambridge, Massachusetts

November
Searching for God(s) at MIT.  Opening Speaker, MIT Women’s Forum Lunchtime Lecture Series, “Women on the Edge of New Frontiers”.            Cambridge, Massachusetts

October
Commander Data at Divinity School: Complementary Myths in AI and Theology.  Computer Science Colloquium and Theology Department.  Brandeis University. 

June
Artificial Intelligence and the Mechanization of Humankind: Challenges for the Churches in the 21st Century.  Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology and the Christian Faith. Luncheon at the 1998 Presbyterian Church General Assembly, USA.                                                                                             Charlotte, North-Carolina

February
Science and Religion: A Warming Trend.  Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory.











        Batavia, Illinois

1997 

Invited Lectures

September
Theology and AI: From Mythos to Logos and Back.  MIT Electrical Engineering and Computer Science Department.


                   Cambridge, Massachusetts

June
Ein künstlicher Mensch – Alptraum oder Utopie? [An Artificial Human-Nightmare or Utopia?], Bund Junger Unternehmer [Association for Young Entrepeneurs].

                                                                                                                                           Gummersbach, Germany

Spring
Cognitive Science and the Dialectic of Enlightenment and Humans and Humanoids.  Are Both Images of God?  Hillsdale College.                                                      Hillsdale,Michigan
April
Cognitive Science and the Question of Imago Dei. Brownbag Lunch. Harvard Divinity School.                        




                   Cambridge, Massachusetts

March
Robots, Artificial Intelligence, and the Image of God.  Sunday Morning Forum.  University Lutheran Church.



                   Cambridge, Massachusetts

March
Cog, a Humanoid Robot, and the Question of Imago Dei.   Spring Lecture Series, “Your Brain and You: What Did God Have in Mind?”  Trinity Church.  Concord, Massachusetts

1993-1996  
Invited Lectures

Nov 1996
Monism vs. Dualism in AI.  Artificial-Life Group at MIT.              Cambridge, Massachusetts
June 1996
Panel Discussion on AI and Human Dignity at the German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI).                                                               Kaiserlautern, Germany
June 1996
Das kybernetische Menschenbild [Cybernetic Anthropology].  Conference on Bioethics and Human Dignity.  Protestant Academy.                 Mühlheim/Ruhr, Germany

January 1996
Der androide Roboter Cog [The Android Cog].  German National Research Center for Information Technology (GMD).                                                    St. Augustin, Germany
Dec 1995
Panel Discussion on Artificial Intelligence and Society,  “All the Gods and  Godesses”, CCTV Television Network.

                   Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dec 1995
Possibilities for a Dialogue between Artificial Intelligence and Theology.  MIT AI Lab.  






                                                          Cambridge, Massachusetts
Nov 1995
The Courage to Doubt: How to Build Android Robots as a Theologian. Brown Bag Lunch.  Harvard Divinity School.

                                Cambridge, Massachusetts
Sep 1995
God and Computers.  Winthrop Discussion Series of Harvard.     Cambridge, Massachusetts

June 1995
Strukturen für einen interdisziplinären Dialog [Structures for an Interdisciplinary Dialogue].  University of Essen.  Host: Professor Barbara Mettler-von Maibom. 










                                             Essen, Germany

Nov 1994
Religion and Science.   Harvard School of Public Health.  Host: Professor Robert Banzett.  





                           Cambridge, Massachusetts

June 1993
Das Menschenbild der Künstlichen Intelligenz [The Picture of Humankind in AI].  German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI).             Saarbrücken, Germany
June 1993
Anthropologische Erwägungen zur KI  [Anthropological Thoughts on AI].  German National Research Center For Information Technology (GMD).     St. Augustin, Germany

Media Interaction (excerpt)

Nov 2000
Interview in New York Times Science Section

March 2001
Interview for News House News Service, re-printed as cover story on MS-NBC 


and appr. 50 daily newspapers in the US

TV appearances on Nightline, Frontline, ABC-news, CNN, PBS, “Religion & Ethics News Weekly”, etc. 

Together with Trinity TV currently production of monthly half-hour religion & science show
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